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Water Treatment and Distribution Certification

Who is taking care of your water quality and water distribution?
How are they qualified?

The Carpinteria Valley Water District, in compliance with the California Department of Health
(DHS) and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding water quality or
water quantity, employs only certified water treatment and water distribution operators to perform
tasks or make decisions affecting water quality and/or water quantity.

The table below shows Operator Certification levels for water treatment and distribution which are
identified by range of knowledge and the number of CVWD employees holding those certifica-
tions. Certifications are categorized by a “T” for treatment and a “D” for distribution followed by
the level.

Treatment CVWD Distribution CVWD
Level Certification Grade | Employees | Certification Grade | Employees
Level 1 - Entry T1 3 D1 2
Level 2 - Apprentice T2 2 D2 3
Level 3 - Journey Person T3 3 D3 3
Level 4 - Advanced T4 0 D4 2
Level 5 - Expert Knowledge T5 1 D5 0
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Ask Us !

Q. | want to start a California Friendly garden. What kind of irrigation
is best?

A. The best irrigation for your garden is the one you can control and
maintain. Listed below are four basic options with advantages and dis-
advantages noted for each:

Hand watering allows you to adjust the amount of water on a plant-
by-plant basis, giving you time to examine your plants often and
closely. The biggest problem to this method is that you may lose
plants if you are unable to keep up with the watering.

Sprinklers on automatic controllers free you from having to remem-
ber to water your garden. Automatic controllers, however, must be
monitored and adjusted to weather conditions and plant needs. They
must also be maintained to avoid water gushing out of broken sprinkler
heads. In addition, power outages cause some controllers to reset a
default schedule of ten minutes everyday of the week - a watering
schedule that is wasteful and unhealthy for most plants.

Low-volume systems are easy and inexpensive to construct with
plastic tubing and low-volume sprayers. They can be connected to an
outside spigot or a sprinkler system and can run on a timer. It is possi-
ble to design these systems to provide water to small areas, as
needed and they are also easy to check since the spray heads are
clearly visible. A disadvantage to this system is that the small, plastic
parts are somewhat fragile and squirrels or other animals can gnaw
through the tubing. The controller must be checked and adjusted to
meet the needs of the plants.

Drip systems are helpful for potted plants, but like the low-volume
system, they are fragile. Maintenance is important to identify broken
tubing and clogged drip heads.

One of the biggest advantages of using California friendly plants is
that you can select plants whose water needs match our climate.
Once your plants are established you may only need to water them
occasionally during dry winters and once a month during the dry sea-
son —late spring through fall—to keep them looking good.

Please submit questions you would like answered via our newsletter by mail at P.O. Box 578,
Carpinteria, CA 93014, fax (805) 684-3170 or email info@cvwd.net.

Have you visited our web site lately?

New information is added and updated frequently.
Be sure to visit the website at www.cvwd. net
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